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 Township of Northampton
 55 Township Road
   Richboro, PA 18954
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING OF 
OCTOBER 13, 2020
MINUTES

Members Present
Dr. Arthur Friedman
Andrew Gannon
Edward Ingle
Janet Kifolo

Patrick McGuigan

Steve Saddlemire

Mark Shapiro
Excused
Paul Constantini
Others Present
Amanda Fuller, PE, Township Engineer

Craig Bryson, PLA, Township Planner

Mike Solomon, Director of Planning & Zoning

Mr. Gannon called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance. There was also a moment of silence for those in our armed forces.  The meeting was held via Zoom per the Governor’s Declaration given the coronavirus pandemic.  
Minutes
A motion (Ingle/Shapiro) was made to approve the minutes from the September 8, 2020 meeting.
Approved - 7-0  

Consideration of Preliminary/Final Plan of Minor Subdivision, Davis Minor Subdivision, SLD 20-1, 805 Sackettsford Road 
Joe Blackburn, Esquire was present on behalf of the applicant for the Davis Minor Subdivision.  He noted that the subject property is an 18.5-acre tract in the CR zoning district with an existing single-family dwelling.

At this point, Mr. Blackburn provided an aerial of the subject property and noted that the intent is to subdivide off the existing two-acre lot in the front.  The balance of the property, approximately a 15.5-acre parcel, will continue to be farmed.  He noted a conceptual well and septic location on the plan.  He added that no new construction is proposed at this time.  The intent is to have the existing single-family dwelling subdivided off from the remainder of the parcel.  
Mr. Blackburn noted that the plans were submitted in January and that the subject application has gone through three rounds of reviews.  He added that the Gilmore Associates review letter contains all “will comply” items.

At this point, he identified the proposed waivers for the project.  Specifically, a majority of the waiver requests are to not improve Sackettsford Road given the existing conditions on the road.  Mr. Blackburn noted that the purpose of the subject application is with respect to estate planning for Mr. Davis and no development is proposed. 

Mr. Blackburn added that Mark Havers, P.E., the project engineer, is available to answer any questions that the Commission may have.

Mr. Gannon inquired if any of the consultants have any areas of concern.  
Ms. Fuller noted that the waiver request for monuments is no longer being requested.  She added that there are some clarification and drafting matters with respect to notes on the plan that must be addressed.  Finally, she added that there will be a follow-up letter regarding stormwater management.  

Mr. Bryson stated that he has no major items of concern, but there are some clarification items that need to be updated on the plan.

Mr. Blackburn and Mr. Havers have no issues with the review letters from the consultants. 

Dr. Friedman inquired about future flag lot development.  Ms. Fuller added that there are flag lot provisions in the ordinance that need to be followed with respect to any potential flag lot development in the future.
Mr. Shapiro inquired about future construction and Mr. Blackburn stated that there is only a conceptual design on the plan. 

Mr. Gannon added that the intent is to continue farming the rear parcel and subdivide the lot up front.  Mr. Ingle stated that there should be a note on the plan that no development is proposed at this time.  Mr. Blackburn stated that this is already noted on the plan.  

Ms. Kifolo stated that there are some inconsistencies with respect to drafting on the plan.  Mr. Bryson stated that these are easy items to address.

Mr. McGuigan noted that he has no major issues and that he further reiterated that it should be noted that no development is currently proposed.
In response to Mr. Gannon, an aerial of the adjoining lot was shown by Mr. Blackburn, specifically as it relates to the overall frontage along Sackettsford Road.  
There being no comment from the public, the following motion was made:
I move that we recommend to the Board of Supervisors approval of the Davis Preliminary/Final Minor Subdivision Plan, SLD 20-1, subject to compliance with the Gilmore Associates review letter dated October 13, 2020, the Pennoni Associates review letter dated October 8, 2020, and the McMahon Associates review letter dated March 5, 2020.  It is also recommended that the requested waivers be granted.  
Approved - 7-0

Motion - Ingle     Second – Friedman
Other Business
Mike Solomon provided an update on future meetings for the Commission.  He noted that the Giant plan has been submitted for review and will be on the November or December agenda.
There was also general discussion on the concept plan for the apartments that was presented to the Board of Supervisors.  Mr. Solomon will provide a copy to the Commission.  
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted:

Michael T. Solomon

Director of Planning and Zoning
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