NORTHAMPTON TOWNSHIP VETERANS ADVISORY COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes, Monday, April 20, 2026, 7PM 

Members Present:
Kristin Reilly
Wendell Rich
James Gallagher
Dave Reese
Warren Harner

Not Present:
Paula Gasper-Liaison
Tom Yaegel

Others Present : 
Pete Palestina 
Bernadette Heenan

MEETING CALL TO ORDER – 7:00pm

PLEDGE OF ALLIEGENCE  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: March 16, 2026 – Motion by Dave Reese. Unanimous consent.

OLD BUSINESS

· Members of the NT Veterans Advisory Commission continued to discuss their disappointment that the township supervisors turned down our request to install two banners on poles in Robert H. Dembowski park.. These banners were only to be installed for two Township Veterans who were killed in combat.
· As part of our country’s 250th Birthday four NTVAC members staffed a table at Kristin Marcell and Frank Farry’s Veterans EXPO which was held on April 10th. Handouts were prepared along with a large poster board, which highlighted various activities that the NTVAC is involved. Members wore our NT Veterans Advisory Commission shirts. We will provide additional handouts at future EXPOs.

NEW BUSINESS
· Discussion to enhance our existing programs for the 250th Birthday. 
· Flags for forgotten Veterans:  Mike Egan is planning on the installation along the grassy area at Municipal Park along Hatboro Road. This project has been delayed at this time.
· Can our VAC brochure be displayed at Township Building/Senior Center/Library?
· On June 22nd there will be a community salute for H. S. Graduates going into the military.
· There was further discussion about including NTVAC Veterans awareness in the Northampton Twp. Magazine. The next two issues provide two pages for our Advisory Commission. Input must be provided by May 1th for the nest issue and July 15th the following issue.  Veteran Resources will be included. Warren/Jim to provide new content.
· If you or someone you know is having Suicidal thoughts/emotional distress/mental health crisis they can Text 988 from your mobile device. 
2026 VAC EVENTS

· MEMORIAL DAY:  Monday, May 25th  9:00am @ Dembowski Park: 
· Bernadette Heenan will check the possible attendance of a group of Gold Star families.
· Chaplain: Doug Dwyer
· Singer: Hailey Brown
· Bag Piper: Paul Carney
· Bugler confirmed by Bernadette. Tom Yaegel will have a digital  backup if needed.
· Jim Gallagher’s son will call “commands.”
· Walk thru will be scheduled for either May 18th or May 20th at 2pm.
 
· FLAG DAY:  Sunday June 14th –Due to religious services on Sundays, NTVAC is planning on 4:00pm. W. Rich has been in contact with Scouts  Leaders to provide two Eagle Scouts for remarks.

· VETERANS DAY:  Celebrated on Saturday, November 7th at 11:00am
· This event will remain at the Star Center due to construction at the previous police facility.
· Consideration of Mission BBQ to be present at this years event
· Consideration of a cake possibly donated by MBIT or local bakery

· HOMETOWN HEROS WREATH LAYING: Saturday, Dec 5th  @ Union Cemetery, 

Meeting Adjourned:  8:40pm

Next Meeting:  Monday, May 18, 2026

							Submitted by:

				                   _____________________________________
							Wendell A. Rich, Secretary
